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• Abraham Lincoln declared Thanksgiving a public holiday in 1863.  

• More alcohol is consumed on Thanksgiving than any other holiday...so be careful traveling.   

• Macy’s Thanksgiving parade began in 1924.  The Eaton Department store in Canada began their pa-

rade in 1905. 

• 46 million turkeys are cooked and eaten during a typical Thanksgiving holiday. 

• Turkeys can run as fast as 25 mph, and wild turkeys can fly 55 mph. 

• The most apple pies are eaten in Wisconsin; the most pecan pies are consumed in Mississippi, and Or-

egon is the pumpkin pike capital of the United States.  

• The first Thanksgiving featured foods like lobster, onions, leeks, fish, goat cheese and wild turkey.  

They did not have potatoes, pumpkin, corn or cranberries.   

• 3.5 million people will gather and watch the Thanksgiving parade in person, while 50 million will view 

it on television.   

• The heaviest turkey weighed 86 lbs.   

• The day after Thanksgiving, commonly referred to as “Black Friday” was first called “Black Friday” in 

the early 60’s.  It was called that by the Philadelphia police department due to the traffic congestion 

caused due to the amount of holiday shoppers. 

• 1934 was the first football game played on Thanksgiving.  It featured the Detroit Lions and the Chicago 

Bears.  Today, the Detroit Lions and the Dallas Cowboys are typically two of the home teams of the 3 

games played on Thanksgiving.   

• The Wednesday before Thanksgiving holds the record for the most liquor sales.  
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• TV Dinners were started in the 1960’s due to a 26 ton miscalculation of frozen turkeys.  Swanson de-

cided to slice up the turkey, add vegetables and create a whole new product.   

• Thanksgiving is the busiest day for plumbers…..it is not what you thinik….it is due to turkey bones in 

the garbage disposals and grease in the pipes. 

• Turkey facts: Only the males “gobble”, females chirp; turkeys eyes are on the side of it’s head, so 

when it turns it head, it can see 360 degrees; Adult males are called toms, females are hens, babies 

are poults, young boys are called jake’s and young girls are called jenny’s. 

• Minnesota produces the most turkeys, Wisconsin the most cranberries, Illinois the most pumplines 

and North Carolina the most sweet potatoes.   

• Americans consume between 2,000 and 4,000 calories on Thanksgiving day. 

• Thanksgiving day is the biggest travel day of the year. 

• How many people will be around your table?  In a typical year Americans see the following number of 

people around the table: 

  - less than 4 people  - 16% 
  - 4 - 8 people - 31% 
  - 8 - 12 people - 25% 
  - more than 12 people - 28% 
• Apple is the most popular pie (19%) followed by pecan (13%), followed by pumpkin (12%), then cherry 

(9%), and followed  by banana cream (10%). 

• 40% of the cans of Campbells Cream of Mushroom soup are used to create green bean casserole.   

• In 2001, the US Postal Service issued a commemorative Thanksgiving stamp which was .34 cents. 


