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ECASBVAR I ET Y  

Prior to attending the Gowanda CSD Board of Education meeting, I walked around the school and 

saw signs that said “Every Child Matters” and “Wear Orange”.  Curious as to what the messaging 

was about, I asked the District Clerk Kathy Ferenza.  She told me it was a national event on 

September 30th, where individuals wear orange to bring recognition to the trauma that victims and 

survivors experience due to moving Native American children to boarding schools many years ago.  

Kathy introduced me to the organizer of the event in the Gowanda CSD Title VI Coordinator, Lea 

Golden.  In 1883 Native American children were taken from their families and moved to residential 

schools.  They were taught a trade or a career, but at the same time they were stripped of their 

culture, not allowed to speak their native language or participate in traditional ceremonies.  They 

were taught English language and forced to assimilate.  Phyllis Webstad is a survivor of one of the 

schools.  On the first day of school, she was stripped of her new orange shirt that her grandmother 

had given to her as a gift - never to see the shirt again.  The wearing of orange on September 30th is 

to symbolize the stripping away of the Native American culture and remember the many children that 

died in the residential schools.  The Native American people from the area were not exempt from 

schools like what Phyllis Webstad experienced.  One such school, the Thomas Indian School was 

located on the Cattaraugus Territory. That school closed in 1957, however some locations closed as 

recently as 20 years ago.   
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Top Left: Faculty and staff at 
Gowanda Elementary School 
take part in the  Every Child 
Matters campaign and wear 
orange on September 30th.  
Left: The High School staff in 
the Gowanda CSD took part in 
the Wear Orange campaign to 
bring awareness to the Every 
Child Matters campaign.   

There are still buildings that were once part of the Thomas Indian School Complex in the area where 

Seneca Nation Office buildings, Library, Elder Facility and Health Care Centers are situated in Irving.  

School districts in the area that have a higher percentage of Native American students include Silver 

Creek, Niagara Wheatfield and ECASB member districts Akron, Lake Shore, and School 19 in the Buffa-

lo Public School district.   

Candid pictures on this page and the 
first page are pictures of students in 
the Gowanda CSD on Every Child 
Matters Day.   
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