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Dr. McKenna, President of the UB Graduate School 

of Education Alumni Association welcomed the 

group attending the virtual program.  Dean of UB 

Graduate School of Education, Dr. Susanne Rosen-

blith made a brief opening statement which was fol-

lowed by Dr. McKenna outlining Dr. Rosa’s creden-

tials and various awards.  The virtual event contin-

ued with a conversation with Commissioner Rosa 

through a Question and Answer format.   

The entire program was moderated by Dr. McKen-

na. Senior Deputy Commissioner for Policy Educa-

tion, Dr. Jim Baldwin joined the conversation .   

Dr. Rosa was asked what part of her career she is 

most proud of.  She answered, “the opportunities af-

forded me as the first Latina Chancellor and Com-

missioner and being able to lead the 2.5 million stu-

dents in New York state”.  

Other questions related to DEI, the pandemic, men-

tal health, learning loss, assessments, teacher short-

ages, foundation aid and changes at SED.  

Dr. Baldwin pointed out that SED is working to sup-

port and develop a culture of service for all stake-

holders.  Both Dr. Rosa and Dr. Baldwin noted that 
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we should be celebrating what were able to accom-

plish during the pandemic.  Dr. Baldwin also recog-

nized that New York State needs to invest and pro-

vide resources toward SEL and that our strong ad-

vocacy efforts have paid off as the state will be 

providing $100 million in additional funds, $50 mil-

lion each year for the next two years.   

A discussion took place regarding the critical lens 

that we need to view teacher shortages through.  We 

need to engage various groups to increase interest 

and opportunities while at the same time eliminate 

obstacles for potential teachers.  This initiative 

would also include removing barriers to certifica-

tion and working with bargaining groups to in-

crease starting salaries.   

The event concluded with Dr. Rosa being honored 

with an Honorary Lifetime Achievement Award by 

the GSEAA.   

You can watch the entire virtual program by click-

ing on the link below:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s_oKW32LDEQ  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s_oKW32LDEQ

