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ECASBVAR I ET Y  

2021 - Halloween Facts 

• Jack O-Lanterns - Legend has it that Stingy Jack invited the devil to have a drink with him, but Jack did-
n't want to pay for the drink, so he convinced the devil to turn himself into a coin. Instead of buying 
the drink, he pocketed the coin and kept it close to a silver cross in his house, preventing the devil 
from taking shape again.  He promised to let the devil go as long as he would leave Jack alone for a 
year – and that if Jack died, the devil wouldn't claim his soul.  After a year, Jack tricked the devil again 
to leave him alone and not claim his soul. When Jack died, God didn't want such a conniving person in 
heaven and the devil, true to his word, would not allow him into hell. Jack was sent off into the night 
with only a burning coal to light his path. He placed the coal inside a carved-out turnip and has been 
roaming the earth ever since. People in Ireland and Scotland began creating their own creations of 
Jack's lanterns out of turnips, beets and potatoes. The tradition traveled to the United States along 
with the immigrants and people began to use pumpkins, native to North America, for the lanterns in-
stead. 

• Candy Corn was originally called Chicken Feed.  The candy was developed in 1888. 

• Beggar’s night: The night before Halloween, young children in Des Moines hit the streets for Beggars' 
Night.  The event began around 1938 as a way to prevent vandalism and give younger children a safer 
way to enjoy Halloween. Beggars' Night is very similar to regular trick-or-treating, except kids are re-
quired to tell a joke, poem or perform a "trick" for a treat.. 

• It’s The Great Pumpkin, Charlie Brown premiered in 1966.  Because Charlie Brown always got rocks 

when he went trick or treating at houses, viewers would send in boxes and bags of candy.   

• The original sponsors and companies that subsidized the production of It’s The Great Pumpkin” were 

Coca-Cola and Dolly Madison snack cakes.  

• CBS featured the program from 1966 - 2000.   

• The White House is haunted. The most common ghost sighting is of Abraham Lincoln who has been 
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spotted by First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt, Queen Wilhelmina of the Netherlands and Sir Winston Church-

ill. Other paranormal guests include Andrew Jackson, David Burns and Abigail Adams.  

• Pumpkins are considered a fruit and are grown on every continent except Antarctica.   

• 1.5 billion pounds of pumpkins are produced every year.  Morton, Illinois is proclaimed as the 

“pumpkin capital” of the world and is home to Libby’s Corporation.  80% of pumpkins are picked during 

the month of October.   

• National Pumpkin day is celebrated October 26th.  Apple Pie is America’s favorite pie (19%), followed 

by Pumpkin Pie (13%) as the second place favorite.   

• Everyone's Halloween favorite movie “HOCUS POCUS”, nearly didn't become the icon it is today. The 

original title, Disney's Halloween House, also went along with a much darker and scarier script, accord-

ing to IMDB. Not only that, but, Leonardo DiCaprio was courted to play teenage heartthrob Max Den-

nison, but he turned it down to appear in “What's Eating Gilbert Grape “. 

• Pumpkins are 90% water.  One cup of canned pumpkin has less than 100 calories, and only half a gram 

of fat.  They have a great deal of fiber, more potassium than bananas and are full of heart-healthy mag-

nesium and iron.   

• Sugar rationing during World War II halted trick-or-treating.   

• Halloween is the second largest commercial holiday behind Christmas.  The National Retail Federation 

estimates that Americans spent $9 billion on Halloween in 2019. Due to COVID - Americans spend $8 

billion in 2020.   

• Illinois produces five times more pumpkins than any other state.   

• The number one Candy favorite is “Skittles”.  Candy Corn is on the top ten favorite list, but is also 

ranked as one of the worst.   

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0107120/trivia
https://www.goodhousekeeping.com/holidays/halloween-ideas/a23365084/hocus-pocus-trivia-quiz/
https://www.goodhousekeeping.com/holidays/halloween-ideas/a23365084/hocus-pocus-trivia-quiz/
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• The fastest pumpkin to include a complete face with eyes, a nose, a mouth, and ears took 16.47 sec-

onds.   

• The most popular costumes for children are princesses and superheroes.  Adults prefer witches, vam-

pires, cats, batman, and ghosts.  For dogs it is a pumpkin (not their choice).    

• New York City throws the biggest Halloween parade in the U.S. On an average year, the event draws 

more than 2 million spectators and includes thousands of participants joining in the route along the 

way. It all began as the brainchild of Greenwich Village resident and puppeteer Ralph Lee, who just 

wanted to throw a whimsical walk from house to house for his kids and their pals. 

• Some shelters suspend black cat adoptions for Halloween.  They feared that the animals would be in 

danger in the days leading up to Halloween, while others promote black cat adoptions in October, us-

ing the pre-adoption screening and interview process. 

• Candymakers lobbied to extend daylight savings time into November to get an extra hour of daylight 

thus forcing people to purchase more candy.  During 1985, the candy industry lobbied so much that 

they left candy pumpkins on the seat of every senator in Washington. 

• The largest pumpkin on record is 2,624.6 pounds.   

• Selling or using Silly String in Hollywood on Halloween is banned and you can be fined up to $1,000.00. 

• Samhainophobia is an irrational fear of Halloween. 

• The word witch comes from the Old English word “Wicce” meaning ‘wise woman’. 

• In Alabama, it is illegal to dress as a priest.   

https://www.halloween-nyc.com/about.php

