
This  Week At  ECASB …. 

Important news from this past week and news for the upcoming week. 

Week Ending OCTOBER 29, 2021 -  

WE ARE LINING UP PRESENTERS FOR THE DECEMBER 2ND SPEED BOARDING EVENT: Present-
ers include Erie 2 CC BOCES Dr. Kim Kirsch who will speak about the  Ombuds Program.  From 
PLC Associates we have Dr. Randy Richards  who will address the process that school districts 
take part in when developing a strategic plan.  Attorneys from Harris Beach PLLC will speak.  Each 
presenter will have 40 minutes to present their topic and answer questions.  

BILL TRACK 50 TRAINING RECAP: Bill Track 50 Training will take place through a virtual training 
program as part of the November 18th Legislative Team meeting.  The first hour will be Bill Track 50 
training, while the second hour will be the Legislative Team meeting. 

 - ALL ECASB Member District LEGISLATIVE REPS will have an account created. 

 - Any ECASB Member District ALTERNATE LEGISLATIVE REPS will have an account created 
if they would like to have one.  Please contact Jane Sullivan at jsullivan@e1b.org by November 1, 
2021 if you would like to have an account set up. 

 - Any ECASB Member District BOARD PRESIDENT will have an account created if they 
would like to have one.  Please contact Jane Sullivan at jsullivan@e1b.org by November 1, 2021.  

* Accounts will be established with the district assigned email address, unless requested other-
wise. 

 * The Bill Track 50 Training will be recorded for later viewing in the event a member is unable 
to attend. Please keep in mind that Bill Track 50 is a program that is provided by ECASB to member 
districts at no additional cost as part of your membership.  If you were to subscribe to Bill Tack 50 
as an individual district, your expense would be a minimum of $2,000.  A subscription to Bill Track 
50 allows ECASB and YOU to monitor bills and actions in Albany that will affect your district. 

RECAP OF NYSSBA VIRTUAL PROGRAM OCTOBER 25, 2021: Programs 1- 4 were recorded. Power-
points will be available through NYSSBA.   

 - First speaker - Senior Deputy Commissioner for Education Policy for SED Dr. James Bald-
win. Dr. Baldwin had served on a school board and served as the District Superintendent at Questar 
III BOCES prior to his position at SED.  Dr. Baldwin addressed questions regarding DEI and the fis-
cal problems that will occur when federal pandemic aid money is no longer available. 

 - Second speaker - Director of the Annenberg Institute and Professor of Education Dr. Su-
sanna Loeb.  Dr. Loeb addressed Pandemic Learning Needs and Future Acceleration. Dr. Loeb indi-
cated that tutoring is the intervention of choice, and offered a great deal of information about vari-
ous tutoring models.  

 - Third speaker - Executive Director of Sources of Strength Scott LoMurray spoke about 
“Toward Wellness - Emerging from a Pandemic”.  He noted that good mental health increase aca-
demic performance..   

 - Fourth speaker - Assistant Director of NYS Committee on Open Government Kristin O’Neill 
spoke about “Government in the Sunshine”.  There was a great deal of information that was shared 
about the open meeting law.  I would highly recommend that Board Members obtain a copy of the 
power point so that you can read through the information that was shared. 

 - Fifth speaker -  Co-anchor of ABC News “Nightline” - Juju Chang spoke about the times of 
the pandemic, cohesion, and  hope, in todays society.   

COALITION OF LOCAL SCHOOL BOARDS ASSOCIATION NEWS. ‘COLSBA”’ meeting was held this 
past Monday.  A report was sent out earlier in the week.  Highlights of the meeting included infor-
mation about the 2022 NYSSBA Convention which will be held October 27th - 29th in Syracuse, New 
York.   



LEGISLATIVE BREAKFAST: Deadline to register for the Legislative Breakfast is October 29th TODAY.  
We currently have  3 districts we have not heard from yet.  We have approximately 59 registered WITH 
6 people on the wait list.  Those on the wait list will know on Monday, November 1st whether we can 
accommodate them.  They will receive an email from us and we will contact the appropriate district 
clerk.   

ECASB “THANK A SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER” SIGNS:  Please save your sign for next year.  Thank 
you to those school board members that were able to display their sign.  

GREAT PUMPKIN CONTEST: Well, I guess the clues were too easy as the contest ended after the first 
clue… or ECASB members are getting more competitive!  Anyway, Congratulations to Akron CSD Dis-
trict Clerk Roxanne Rebmann who was the first person to respond with the correct answer at  9:52 
a.m., West Seneca CSD District Clerk, Nicole Latza and Sweet Home CSD Board President also pro-
vided a correct answer to the contest at 10:17 a.m. and 1:57 p.m. respectively.  Nicole and Scott will 
receive a consolation prize.   

WINNER OF THE BOARD CONNECTION TRIVIA CONTEST WAS ?: Sue Summers was not in the office 
on Thursday, so I will need to wait until I hear from her on Monday whether or not anyone had the 
right answer. 

BOARD CONNECTION & NEW SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS:  All new board members should have re-
ceived a mailing with a questionnaire form and a self addressed stamped envelop.   I would appreci-
ate if you could return the information at your earliest convenience.  If you did not receive the mailing, 
please let me know.  

BILL TRACK 50: 

A01960 - Relates to Taxation and Finance - The bill has a local sponsor (Assemblyman Angelo Mori-
nello).  It directs the commissioner of taxation and finance to include a space on the personal income 
tax return for taxpayers to check off if they wish to contribute to the state library aid program for fi-
nancial support for public libraries.  (Perhaps we should have a check off if taxpayers would like to 
contribute any additional money to the local school district - it is worth a shot). 

S07466 - Relates to school start times - This bill would require that public schools not start ANY EAR-
LIER than 8:30 a.m.  The bill was referred to the Rules committee.   

GUEST REPORTS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME:  If you are ever attending a workshop held by NYSSBA, 
or a vendor and find information that you find to be valuable for other school board members, please 
do not hesitate to reach out to me.  I will be glad to work with you to share the information with our 
membership.  If your board has a presenter at a Board Retreat that you feel would be perfect for one 
of our Speed Boarding events, again, please pass along the information.   

GOVERNOR KATHY HOCHUL PLEDGES TO FULFILL FOUNDATION AID PLAN: The settlement would 
provide $4.2 billion in school aid by fiscal 2024. It is predicated on the state appropriating an addition-
al $1.4 billion for education in 2022-2023 and a similar amount in 2023-2024.  A seven year lawsuit 
called New Yorkers for Students’ Educational Rights v. State of New York included a coalition that  
included parents, NYSSBA, Rural Schools Association, the New York State Council of School Super-
intendents, the New York State PTA and others.   

THANK YOU TO THE DELEGATE ASSEMBLY MEMBERS THAT RESPONDED TO THE ONLINE VOTE: 
To add Tricia Andrews from Clarence CSD to the ECASB Fiscal Oversight Review Team.  The team 
meets once a year to review EFPR’s report on our finances and meets with an auditor from EFPR.   

SLOW WEEK ON BOARD VISITATIONS: There were no ECASB member district School Board meet-
ings that I was aware of this week.  I plan to return to visits November 2nd.   

FRONTIER CSD ADVOCACY COMMITTEE: I have been invited to participate in the Frontier CSD Advo-
cacy meetings for the past 6 months as ECASB Executive Director.  The committee is comprised of 
the PTA president, two board members, the superintendent, two students, a staff member, and a leg-
islator.   The committee meets once a month.  This past Wednesday, one of the main topics of discus-
sion was “What is the end game for returning to normal in schools?  Is there a number or a goal that 
we should be trying achieve?  Is that number on a county wide level or district by district level? What 
is the next step in the process?” Again - it seems to still be a lot of unknowns.   

PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE: Make sure that you let your District Clerks know whether or not you will 
be attending an ECASB program.  We rely on the District Clerks to let us know how many people will 
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be attending from a specific district so that we can make arrangements.  The Albany Update with 
Dave Little program that is scheduled for November 4th had a deadline of October 28th.  On October 
27th, we still had 18 districts that had not provided us with a response.  It is helpful to know how 
many will be attending the program so we can ensure we have enough food, seating, etc..  

IN YOUR PRAYERS: Please keep Ken-Ton UFSD District Clerk Gina Santa Maria in your thoughts and 
prayers.  An article in the news mentioned that Gina had been diagnosed with breast cancer in Sep-
tember.  On her facebook page, she indicated that the prognosis is good, but she has a long road to 
recovery.  Gina, along with Depew UFSD District Clerk Jessica Neischel, were instrumental in advo-
cating for the ECASB Webster Szanyi LLP District Clerk award and for working with ECASB to devel-
op a District Clerk initiative to provide training and to serve as a resource for district clerks.  Many 
other groups, ie… school boards, superintendents, principals,  business officials, etc. all have a 
group they can use as a resource.  Currently, there is no type of resource available to district clerks, 
other than by reaching out to one another.  Gina is currently also a candidate for a town board seat in 
the Kenmore Town of Tonawanda area. 

NSBA’S ADVOCACY INSTITUTE WILL TAKE PLACE IN WASHINGTON D.C.: January 23rd - January 
25th.  The cost for early bird registration is $595 before November 19th and after November 19th, the 
rate will increase to $695.  Online pricing is $299.  Check out the NSBA website for more information.      

DR. RICK TIMBS PRELIMINARY: Save the date of February 3rd. Dr. Rick Timbs will present at the 
ECASB Dessert Forum.  This years message is Supplement vs. Supplant.  He will provide you with a 
list of Do’s and Don’ts as it relates to additional monies school districts are receiving due to the pan-
demic.  He will provide you with talking points when meeting with Legislators.  Watch for registration 
information in January.  If you attend NO other programs - you will want to definitely attend this pro-
gram. 

POLITICAL NEWS:  

Some things you learn in school always stay with you… in 1492 Columbus sailed the ocean blue, the 
letter i before e except after c, or I always remember from my high school social studies class - elec-
tion day is the first Tuesday, after the first Monday in November. Don’t forget to vote Tuesday, No-
vember 2nd.  
 
UPCOMING DATES:  

October - School Board Appreciation Month - All Month 

November 4, 2021 - Albany Update, David Little - 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. (attendance will be limited currently there are 26 regis-

tered to attend this event - Deadline was October 28th). 

November 13, 2021 - Legislative Breakfast 8:00 a.m. (attendance is limited - deadline is October 29th) 

November 18, 2021 - Legislative Team Meeting 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. (Meeting will be virtual to allow for Bill Track 50 training).  

December 2, 2021 - Speed Boarding Event #2 - 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. (Deadline to register is November 24th). 

December 9, 2021 - ECASB Executive Board Meeting - 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.  

Sponsor Programs: 

Harris Beach PLLC - Cybersecurity Webinar - November 16th 9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. Contact Harris Beach directly to register 

or obtain the link.   


