
ECASB Summer Review 

News shared with ECASB Members when we are not   

on vacation, at the beach, on the boat, or outside  

enjoying the summer weather in Western New York.  

ECASB SUMMER CHALLENGE UPDATE: We are still reviewing pictures and will have an announce-
ment shortly regarding the winner.    
 
THE ECASB OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 4TH: In observance of Labor Day.  
The office will also be closed on Friday, September 1st due to vacation time.   
 
ECASB NOMINATING COMMITTEE: Thank you to those individuals who have agreed to serve on the 
various ECASB committees.  The committee is in the process of making their list of nominations for 
the various committees.  The committee appointments will be voted on at the first Delegate Assembly 
meeting on September 14, 2023.    
 
DISTRICT CLERKS SHOULD SAVE THE DATE: October 5th will be our fall District Clerk workshop.  
We are finalizing the details.  Topics will include Reorganization Meetings, and Parliamentary Proce-
dures to name a few.  The event will be an in person 1/2 day luncheon.  Jay Worona will be presenting 
on Parliamentary Procedures and Roberts Rules of Order.  Webster Szanyi will be speaking about Re-
Organization Meetings.  A working lunch will be included and the day will start at 11:30.  Location will 
be at the Erie 1 BOCES Education Campus at 355 Harlem Road.   
 
GRAND OPENINGS: Thank you to Dr. Timothy Oldenburg and the Tonawanda City School District  
Board of Education  for the invitation to the Ribbon Cutting Ceremony at the new TONAWANDA ELE-
MENTARY SCHOOL which was held on Tuesday, August 29th.  The district has the “Erie Canal” de-
signed into the terrazzo floor throughout the school.  There are also stops along the Erie Canal that 
are imbedded into the floor.  As a former art teacher, I was impressed with the art rooms.  There were 
many unique features to the redesigned building. ECASB hopes to have a Delegate Assembly meet-
ing during the year at the school. Thank you to Dr. Michael Capuana  and the Erie 1 BOCES Board for 
the invitation to attend the Grand Opening of the new Career and Technical Education Center that 
was held on August 31st. The CTE Center at the Calspan Business Park is an incredible amazing 
space.  Programs that will be taught at the center include Digital Media, Video Production & Record-
ing Arts, and Web Technologies & Game Programming.  We are hoping to have a Take a Look at BO-
CES program in the spring of the year at the new center.   
 
THANK YOU TO THE LANCASTER CENTRAL SCHOOL BOARD FOR THEIR HOSPITALITY: at their 
Monday, August 28th meeting.  Thank you to Board President Michael Sage, Vice President Shannon 
Cohen, and Board Members Kevin Davenport, Jill Fecher, Glenn Jackson, John Talarico, and  Timo-
thy Talbot. Special Thank you to Superintendent Dr. Michael J. Vallely, and District Clerk Sandy Janik.  
Back to school meetings tend to be very brief.  I think this meeting set the record on the shortest 
meeting.  Vice President Shannon Cohen chaired the meeting.  District goals were approved for the 
2023-2024 school year.  There are 9 district goals which fall into the following 4 categories: Student 
Achievement, Health and Safety, Personnel and Labor Relations, and Finance and Operations.   
 
THANK YOU TO THE CHEEKTOWAGA CENTRAL SCHOOL BOARD: I had the opportunity to attend 
the Cheektowaga CSD.  On the agenda for the evening was approving the Vision and Mission State-
ments for the district.  The Vision Statement is “Where Character, Curriculum, and Community Con-
nect.  Thank you to Board President Renee Wilson, Vice President Edward Schaefer, Board Members 
Yvonne Douglass, Caleb Harte, Carol Kirpolsky, Paul Nazzarett, and Derrick Warburton.  Special 
Thank you to Superintendent Scott Zipp and District Clerk Jessica Hedges.  The meeting was chaired 
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by Vice President Edward Schaefer.   
 
WEDNESDAY NIGHT I ATTENDED  MY ALMA MATER & WHERE I GOT STARTED IN BOARD SERVICE:  
I attended the Iroquois CSD Board of Education meeting Wed. night.  I started on the ICS Board 36 
years ago!  The Board approved their goals for the 2023-2024 school year.  Special thanks for Board 
President Jane Sullivan, Vice President Jim Michalek, Board Members Robert Barry, Heather Becker, 
Heather Jacobs, Chuck Specht, and Keith Vergien.  Special thanks to Superintendent Douglas Sco-
field and District Clerk Nora Specht.  I was able to hear about the Districts comprehensive plan for de-
veloping a new mascot and new logo for the district as well how the branding process will work.   
 
IROQUOIS SAVES THE DAY:  At the Back to School Dinner, we were notified from Kloc’s that they did 
not have a screen the day before the event.  We were able to locate a 10 foot screen for the dinner 
from the Iroquois CSD.  With a little WD-40, the screen worked great.   
 
WE LOVE OUR DISTRICT CLERKS: Thank you to Jessica Hedges (Cheektowaga CSD) and Wendy 
Limardi (Cleveland Hill UFSD) for attending the Back to School Dinner and hearing the presentation 
on Branding Your District.   
 
THE BACK TO SCHOOL DINNER WAS ATTENDED BY ABOUT 60 ECASB MEMBERS. ECASD LIKES 
TO RECOGNIZE SUPERINTENDENTS WHO ATTEND OUT PROGRAMS.  Thank you to the following 
Superintendents who were able to attend: Interim Superintendent Andrea Kersten (Akron CSD), Scott 
Zipp (Cheektowaga CSD), Jon MacSwan (Cleveland Hill UFSD), Hank Stopinski (Depew UFSD), Dr. Mi-
chael Capuana (Erie 1 BOCES), Douglas Scofield (Iroquois CSD) and Sabatino Cimato (Ken Ton 
UFSD).   
 
ECASB TEAM MEETINGS WILL BE STARTING SOON:  Please note the team meetings will be starting 
soon. Sue Beier from the ECASB office will always call all representatives prior to the meeting to re-
mind delegates of the meetings.  If a delegate is unable to attend, we would urge the delegate to notify 
the designated alternate.  If the alternate is unable to attend, we would urge the alternate to check 
with another member of the Board of Education.  Additionally, Committee members will either be 
marked present, excused (if they email or call us and let us know they are unable to attend), or absent 
(if we fail to hear from the team member).  It is important that at least a quorum is present to allow for 
any votes to be taken.  
 
CLASS AA FOOTBALL TEAMS: Orchard Park, Bennett, Niagara Falls, Lancaster, Hutch Tech, Jame-
stown and Frontier 
CLASS A1 FOOTBALL TEAMS: West Seneca West, McKinley, Ken West, Williamsville North, Niagara 
Wheatfield, Lockport, and Clarence 
CLASS A2 FOOTBALL TEAMS: Starpoint, Grand Island, Williamsville East, Sweet Home, North To-
nawanda and Hamburg 
CLASS B1 FOOTBALL TEAMS: Amherst, Kenmore East, Williamsville South, South Pak, West Seneca 
East, Health Sciences/BASC/Global, Cheektowaga, Pioneer 
CLASS B2  FOOTBALL TEAMS: Lake Shore, Burgard/BA, Maryvale, Lew-Port, Iroquois, Dunkirk, Albi-
on 
CLASS B3 FOOTBALL TEAMS: East Aurora/Holland, Olean, Lackawanna, Tonawanda, Depew, 
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Springville Griffith Institute, Alden, WNY Maritime/Tapestry 
CLASS C NORTH FOTBALL TEAMS: Roy Hart/Barker, Medina, Cleveland Hill, JFK, Akron, Eden/North 
Collins, Newfane 
CLASS D FOOTBALL TEAMS: Gowanda, Wilson/Randolph, Franklinville/Ellicottvile, Cattaraugus Little 
Valley, and Clymer/Sherman/Panama 
 
A FEW BACK TO SCHOOL GAMES HAPPENING THIS WEEKEND ARE: (Please note not all games are 
listed). 
 Thursday, August 31st 
  - Global at Starpoint @ 7:00 p.m. 
 Friday, Sept. 1 (7:00 p.m. unless noted) 
  - Orchard Park at Williamsville North 
  - Hamburg vs. McKinley at All High Stadium 
  - Lewiston Porter at Grand Island 
  - Williamsville East at Sweet Home 
  - North Tonawanda vs. Hutch Tech at Riverside 
  - Niagara Falls at Lancaster 
  - Gowanda/Pine Valley @ Silver Creek 
 Saturday, September 2 
  - Bennett High School at Lockport, 1:00 p.m. 
  - Clarence at Frontier, 2:00 p.m.  
  - Niagara Wheatfield at Kenmore West, 2:00 p.m. 
  - Cicero-North Syracuse vs. West Seneca West (at Brockport), 3:00 p.m. 
  - Akron at Wilson at 2:00 p.m. 
 * As always, please double check dates, times and locations before venturing out.   
 
RECORDING ATTENDANCE:  At ECASB we record attendance to all programs and team & committee 
meetings when determining participation awards.   
  
ECASB MEETING MINUTES: Please note that ECASB members will be marked as either Present (if the 
individual is present); Excused (if the individual notifies us either via email or phone that they are un-
able to attend); or Absent (if the individual is not present and we have not heard from the individual).  
When a district has not appointed a team member, we will cc the Board President on notices for the 
committee so that the district has received the necessary information.  In addition, in the event an on-
line vote is necessary, the Board President’s vote will be counted in the absence of a designated team 
member.    
 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS: (Upcoming ECASB Events) 
• Team Meetings:  September 14th - Delegate Assembly 
    September 21st - Legislative Committee 
    September 28th - Budget and Finance Team  
• October 5th - District Clerk Workshop 11:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
• October 12th - A Night with Rick Timbs at The Columns - 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
• October 25th - Convention Kick Off at Resurgence Brewing Company 
• October 26th - 28th - NYSSBA Convention and Expo 

 
PLEASE NOTE THAT WHEN REGISTERING FOR AN  ECASB EVENT IN 2023-2024:  Districts should 
register by the due date.  There is no guarantee that we will be able to adjust the numbers after the 
deadline date.  ECASB Districts will be charged for any no-shows.  Cancelations may be made up un-
til 9:00 a.m. the day of the deadline.  If registered attendee is unable to attend, we urge you to contact 
another Board Member or District Level Staff to attend in your place. 
 
SPONSOR WORKSHOPS: 
• Harris Beach PLLC (All webinars/seminars are from 8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.) 
 - September 21st - Workplace Leave Laws 
 - November 16th - End of Year Labor Updates 
 - March 23rd - Updates on Current Legal Issues Facing Employers 
 - June 22nd - Practical Employee Considerations in Managing Your Workforce 
• Hodgson Russ LLP 



 - October 5th - Special Education Seminar 2023 at Salvatores Italian Gardens 8:00 a.m. - 12:30 
p.m.  
 
POLITICAL FUNDRAISERS: 
• Senator Rob Ortt - Wednesday, September 13th 5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. @ Patrick’s Rooftop Bar 500 

Pearl Street; $125 per person/$200 per couple.  RSVP by September 8th.  Info@Bortt.com or 716-
308-8830. 

 
 

 
   


