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ECASBVAR I ET Y  

2022; Thanksgiving Edition 

• 66% of people attending a Thanksgiving Dinner try to avoid talking about politics.   
• The NFL’s Thanksgiving games earned close to 84 million combined viewers last year. 
• Black Friday shoppers spent $5.1 billion last year. 
• The average person spent $301 over the five-day Thanksgiving period. 
• The average American male would need to spend 9 hours and 27 minutes on the treadmill to burn the 

average 4,500 calories consumed on Thanksgiving.   
• 13% of Americans plan to get takeout from a restaurant or go out to eat for Thanksgiving.   
• At the Old Homestead Steakhouse in New York City, the most expensive Thanksgiving dinner in 2019 

cost $150,000.00 
• Favorite foods at the table: 
 - 83% prefer turkey 
 - 78 % prefer mashed potatoes 
 - 77 % prefer stuffing 
 -74% prefer bread or rolls 
 - 65% prefer sweet potatoes or yams 
 - 52% prefer cranberry sauce 
 * (figures shown are the percentages of times dishes won their matchups.   
• 2.7 are the average number of drinks consumed on Thanksgiving.  Wine is the number one choice.  

Beer is a close second.   
• 9.6 hours are utilized to prepare the meal for Thanksgiving.  
• 53% of Americans say they eat leftovers for 2-3 days after hosting Thanksgiving.   
• 16 million Thanksgiving greeting cards are sent/exchanged each year. 
• The Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade is 2.5 miles in length.  
• Macy’s Day 2022 Parade will feature: 
 -  31 balloons 
 - 30 clown groups 
 - 29 parade floats 
 - 12 marching bands 
 - 5 performance groups 
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• 58,800 people are seriously injured in Thanksgiving car crashes each year.  
• What are people thankful for? 
 - 84% for family 
 - 69 % for health 
 - 63% for friends 
 - 63% for memories 
 - 53% for personal freedoms 
 - 47% for stability 
 - 45 % fun experiences 
 - 42 % opportunity 
 - 33 % achievements 
 - 21% wealth 
• Macy’s Thanksgiving parade began in 1924.  The Eaton Department store in Canada began their pa-

rade in 1905. 
• 46 million turkeys are cooked and eaten during a typical Thanksgiving holiday. 
• Turkeys can run as fast as 25 mph, and wild turkeys can fly 55 mph. 
• The most apple pies are eaten in Wisconsin; the most pecan pies are consumed in Mississippi, and Or-

egon is the pumpkin pie capital of the United States.  
• The first Thanksgiving featured foods like lobster, onions, leeks, fish, goat cheese and wild turkey.  

They did not have potatoes, pumpkin, corn or cranberries.   
• The heaviest turkey weighed 86 lbs.   
• 1934 was the first football game played on Thanksgiving.  It featured the Detroit Lions and the Chicago 

Bears.  Today, the Detroit Lions and the Dallas Cowboys are typically two of the home teams of the 3 
games played on Thanksgiving.   

• Turkey facts: Only the males “gobble”, females chirp; turkeys eyes are on the side of it’s head, so 
when it turns it head, it can see 360 degrees; Adult males are called toms, females are hens, babies 
are poults, young boys are called jake’s and young girls are called jenny’s. 

• Apple is the most popular pie (19%) followed by pecan (13%), followed by pumpkin (12%), then cherry 
(9%), and followed  by banana cream (10%). 


