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Dear Members,  

Wow, that was some snowstorm, wasn’t it? The ECASB 

office went into overdrive to announce the rescheduling 

of the Legislative Breakfast and to make sure everyone 

was notified of the changes. I am happy to say many of 

the legislators and their staff members are committing 

to attending on the new date.  

We have a great line up. We will combine the Breakfast 

with the January Advocacy training. We will start the 

morning with a panel discussion with Frontier CSD’s 

advocacy committee followed by a presentation on how 

bills become laws in New York State. The legislators 

will then join us for the  breakfast and to listen to our 

concerns. After the presentation of our platform, we will 

have a Q& A to be able to have a dialogue with the legis-

lators.  

December is usually a slow time, but I am already mak-

ing appointments for the Capital Conference. Senator 

Gallivan has committed to meet with the group headed 

to Albany on Feb. 15 at 9:30 a.m. Are you going? Reg-

ister through NYSSBA, but email me at jsulli-

van@e1b.org and let me know to include you on my 

schedule emails. 

Wishing you all the happiest of Holidays. 

Best Wishes, 

Jane 

 

Take Note: 

The Legislative Handbook is being 

updated and will be available on the 

ECASB Website in mid January. 

 

 Next Legislative Team 

Meeting,  Jan. 19, 2023  6:30 

p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 

 Legislative Breakfast 2022 

has been rescheduled to 

January 21st at the Grape-

vine Banquets, 333 Dick 

Road in Depew. 

 ECASB Award nominations 

open in January. Start think-

ing about people you should 

be nominating from your 

Board of Education.  

 Sign up to attend the in-

person Capital Conference  

on Feb. 15, 2023 with NYSS-

BA. Please send Jane an 

Email so that she will know 

which legislators to set up 

appointments with. 
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Advocacy Spotlight: 

Kathleen Chiavetta; Advocating Since Age 10 

   At a small café in the Village of Angola, Kath-

leen Chiavetta and I sat down for breakfast and a 

chat about her role as a Legislative Team Co-Chair. 

Down to earth and honest, our conversation often 

drifted into the personal, and I feel I walked away 

with a new good friend. Kathleen is one of the busi-

est people I know. Not only is she the ECASB Leg-

islative Team Co-Chair and a member of the Lake 

Shore CSD Board of Education, but she is also in 

the first year of a three-year term as a member of 

the Erie 2 CC BOCES Board; the COO of Chia-

vetta’s Chicken, a family run business; and now the 

foster mom to six adorable kittens of a feral cat who 

gave birth just a few months ago.  

 Kathleen’s interest in advocacy began at the 

age of ten. She wrote a letter to an elected official, 

then President of the United States Ronald Regan. 

A few weeks later, her father casually handed her a 

letter from the mailbox. It was a letter back from the 

White House. “It created a spark,” Kathleen admits, 

“It made it seem like elected officials are accessi-

ble.” She then quoted a well-known saying that 

“Democracy is not a government of the people; it’s 

a government of the people who participate.” And 

participate, she does. 

 She recognizes that serving is selfless work 

for these individuals, but she also reminds us “They 

work for us.” 

 Today, Kathleen acknowledges that even 

though the lottery bill she has worked on is still not 

a law, she sees positive momentum. When describ-

ing the feeling it gives her to know she is having an 

impact she says, “it’s the same feeling I had when I 

got that letter from the White House.”  Kathleen 

talks about how she and Lake Shore colleague 

Mike Franey have been working on this bill for two 

to three years. We watched as it was written, intro-

duced to the floor of the Assembly, finding the 

sponsors, and a companion bill in the Senate. 

Watching it grow is profound.  

 Kathleen also spoke about how wonderful it 

is for her to see the impact she is making on those 

around her. She loves to help people step out of 

their own comfort zones and teach them the art of 

advocating for their districts. Her passion is truly 

contagious, and she finds it gratifying when some-

one gets bit by the legislative advocacy bug.  

 She loves to meet with legislators in the 

heart of where government happens: Albany and 

D.C. Kathleen gets a glean in her eye again when 

she begins to describe the magic of meeting where 

history has been repeatedly made; “It literally is 

surrounding you.” Kathleen then continues with 

some down-to-earth advice to have a successful 

interaction with a legislator. Go in prepared; 

“Preparation is the key.”  

 Being prepared means knowing your facts 

and having data, having an ask and having a story 

behind the ask. She reminds us that we must be re-

spectful, but to remember they work for you. “This 

is a partnership, not adversarial. Work together 

[with your legislator] to accomplish mutual goals,” 

she affirms. For those new to advocacy, she recom-

mends attending the upcoming Capital Conference 

with those who have attended in previous years to 

listen and observe. “It won’t take long to learn,” 

she confirms, “It is helpful to sit in on a meeting 
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and see how it is done.” 

 Facts and data can sometimes be the hard part of advocacy. Kathleen says you are not on your 

own to find it: “Read what comes out from NYSSBA and go to your district to get district data.”  The 

Internet can be overwhelming. There is so much out there, and you have to know how and where to 

look. You must know how to recognize when a source is bias or skewed. “It’s like writing a research 

paper for school,” Kathleen chuckles.  

 When it comes to talking with legislators, don’t overwhelm them. Have two or three asks. Ac-

complish what you can, going after the low-hanging fruit. Ask for the items that are realistic and achiev-

able. 

 When talking about what is difficult in advocating, Kathleen admits she doesn’t always know 

when what she is saying is actually making an impact. Advocacy is a slow and labor-intensive process 

with no guarantee. “You may have to say the same thing over and over again for years,” she says. She 

then evokes the allegory of planting a tree for someone else to enjoy the shade later.  

 Currently, Kathleen says her number one priority continues to be foundation aid and refers back 

to the previous comment about how advocacy can take years. Foundation aid issues are not going away 

anytime soon. She also often speaks to legislators about kids and communities in crisis. “Schools,” she 

says, “have become social work and counseling centers for kids and families. We [schools] need better 

support and tools [from the State]. Every district has some form of need to address the social emotional 

learning needs of the students.” 

 We talked briefly about a few other issues that are moving to the center of advocacy conversa-

tion lately. When asked about the dyslexia bill recently vetoed by Governor Hochul, Kathleen admits to 

not being well enough informed to form an opinion. That’s okay for advocates to admit too. If you don't 

know enough and it isn’t an issue you have had in your district, you don’t have to pretend to be an ex-

pert on it.  

 We also talked about electric buses. With the Lake Shore CSD being the first in our area to pur-

chase one, she is able to see the pros and cons firsthand. Kathleen believes the law as currently written 

is another example of the right concept being implemented without the proper funding. “Schools are 

going to need support for the financial concerns of this underfunded/unfunded mandate,” she concludes, 

“It’s a government’s good intention without a good plan to get it done.”  

 Kathleen was elected to her position at Lake Shore in 2015. She joined the Legislative Team in 

2016 and became Co-Chair in 2017. She is in her 9th year on the Lake Shore Board of Education, and 

she told me she does not plan to seek reelection when her term 

concludes. She will still be active, as she will still be serving on 

the Erie 2 CC BOCES board and will continue to serve as that 

board’s Legislative Team Representative.  

Kathleen Chiavetta has been the Legislative Team Co-chair 
since 2017. Her first experience in advocacy at the age of 
10 was writing a letter to then President of the United 
States Ronald Regan, giving him some general feedback on 
his job performance. The response from the White House 
ignited a spark!  



 

 

ECASB uses Bill Track 50  for our bill tracking  and advocacy needs. If 

you also have an interest in tracking bills, email Jane at JSulli-

van@e1b.org; she will set you up with an account umbrellaed under the 

ECASB Bill Track 50 subscription. A basic training session was held on 

Sept. 29 and has been recorded. If you would like to view the video, please 

email Jane. 

Update on Prefiling a Bill: 

 

 

NYS is now in the period of “prefiling.” This is the start of the pre-session work. Legislators, 
as of Nov. 15, are able to submit bills in advance for introduction on day one of the next 2-
year legislative session. The bill text will display as prefile in the introduction date. Since 
legislators can submit a bill ahead of the upcoming legislative session, it is not too early to 
begin asking them to support the bills we have asked for in the past. You can even refer to 
the bills by the numbers given in the last session until they are reintroduced.  

There are no new bills to alert you to, but here is a list of bills you may wish to ask your assemblymember 

and senator-elect to consider reintroducing, sponsoring and supporting. Encourage them to use their abil-

ity to prefile and bring these important issues to the floor on the first day of the new legislative session, 

which should be sometime in the beginning of January.  

Bill A02185/ S441C—Establishes a dyslexia and dysgraphia task force; implements the findings of such 

task force. Originally introduced by Robert Carroll of District 44 (outside our area), it is locally sponsored 

by Karen McMahon. 

Bill A1035/ S2654—Authorizes school districts to establish an extraordinary needs reserve fund for the 

expenses of providing special education. Local sponsors include Assemblymembers Joseph Giglio, Mi-

chael Norris and Angelo Morinello and Senators Patrick Gallivan and George Borrello. 

Bill A9878/ S8701—Relates to excluding certain lottery winnings from a school district's adjusted gross 

income; provides that any lottery winnings in excess of twenty-five percent of a district's adjusted gross 

income shall be excluded from such district's adjusted gross income for the year. Local sponsors are As-

semblymember William Conrad and Senators Sean Ryan and George Borrello. 

Bill A9138—Establishes the child victims act fund... Local sponsors include Assemblymembers William 

Conrad and Monica Wallace. 

Bill A01195/S04062- Establishes an energy reserve fund for school districts and boards of cooperative 

educational services. Local sponsor is Senator Patrick Gallivan. 

Bill A09229- Increases the amount of the salary paid to any career and technical education teacher, super-

visor or other employee of a program of the board of cooperative educational services that is considered 

to be an approved expense for purposes of state allocation. Local sponsor is Assemblymember David 

DiPietro. 
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Bill S05407-Relates to enacting the New York state rural teaching incentive program. It is locally sponsored 

by Senators Edward Rath, George Borrello, Patrick Gallivan and Robert Ortt. 

Bill A10601-Relates to grants to cover the costs of school resource officers; authorizes boards of cooperative 

educational services to enter into contracts with local police entities to provide school resource officers. 

There are no local sponsors. 

 Bill A10653-Relates to school districts evaluating capital improvement projects for such school district in 

the state for: compliance with the New York state climate leadership and community protection act, upgrad-

ing heating, ventilation or air conditioning to be more energy efficient, including, but not limited to upgrad-

ing to an active solar heating system; installing solar panels or other sources of alternative energy; improving 

broadband accessibility and reliability; upgrading technology so that it is more resistant to security risks; 

structural improvements, including, but not limited to windows, roofs, foundations and walls; purchasing hy-

brid or electric school buses; and upgrading plumbing and electrical systems. There are no local sponsors. 

*Note: This does not mention funding and changes in the Capital Outlay project funding cap, but this is a 

good chance to change how it is written to include increasing the Capital Outlay funding cap. 

 

 

BILL ALERT 

Continued 

Have a bill we should watch? Tell us with this  

Advocacy Alert Google Form. 

 

ECASB Takes a Stand is now available on the ECASB Website.  

Visit the Webpage at  

ECASB Takes A Stand 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1K0_--V9hIVjDcPkcOaml7sn3ruuYr2l3qs6YW4wwO8E/edit
https://www.ecasb.org/_files/ugd/1cfde2_af5990f318be44dfb9587d376af93bd3.pdf


Legislation in Action: 

Bill A02185 on Dyslexia and Dysgraphia Task Force 

Bill A02185, which would have established a dyslexia and dysgraphia task force; implemented the find-

ings of such task force, was vetoed on Thanksgiving evening by Governor Hochul.  After the veto, it was 
sent back to the legislators and tabled. Because we are at the end of the current legislative session and it is 
unlikely the current elected legislators will be called into an emergency session, there is no chance for this 
bill to make it to the floor to gain a 2/3 override of the veto. It will have to be reintroduced in the next ses-
sion. The original bill was sponsored by Assemblymember Robert C. Carroll in District 44. He shared his 
response to the veto on his webpage: 
November 29, 2022  

Greetings --  

After two years of work and consultation with the State Education Department, educators, scientists, par-
ents, teachers and individuals with dyslexia, the Assembly and Senate unanimously passed the Dyslexia 
Task Force Act in May. This act would have required a panel of 11 experts to hold at least two public hear-
ings and draft a report on how New York Public Schools can better screen children for dyslexia and dys-
graphia, implement evidence-based literacy curriculum and provide teacher training. 
 
Unfortunately, Governor Hochul, in the dark of night on Thanksgiving decided to veto the bill. Because of 
her actions, New York will continue to rank near the very bottom in the nation in evidence-based teacher 
training and our students will continue to struggle.  
 
Over 60% of NYC public school children in the 4th grade read at below a proficient level and most never 
catch up because they never receive the evidence-based reading instruction that they need in order to learn 
to read. The Governor with her veto has chosen to continue to ignore all the moms and dads in New York 
who call my office regularly in anguish because they have an elementary school student who attends our 
public schools but cannot read. These parents believe in our education system and trust us to live up to our 
end of the bargain, which is to provide a free and appropriate education for all our children. The Dyslexia 
Task Force Act provided a first step to collectively address the calamity and the failure of New York’s 
reading curriculum, but with her veto, the Governor has chosen the status quo and cynically deprived New 
York’s children of a basic literacy education.  
 
There were many advocate champions for this legislation around the state for whom I am so grateful; from 
the thousands of people who signed one of the petitions in support of this bill to the advocacy groups from 
Long Island, NYC, Rockland, Albany, Western New York and elsewhere. Your efforts are not in vain. We 
will continue to fight this legislative session for as long as it takes to make sure that the Governor no long-
er ignores your voices and the state takes action to confront our literacy crisis.  
 
If you would like to register your displeasure about the Governor’s veto, please call (518) 474-8390, option 
3, then press option 2 to speak to someone.  
-Bobby 
  
Is this bill important in your district? Consider reaching out via letter or email to your state assembly-

member and senator-elect and let him or her know. Please cc me on the email so I can stay informed about 

the needs in your district.  


