
ADVOCACY ALLIANCE MONTHLY 

YOUR MONTHLY UPDATE FROM YOUR LEGISLATIVE 

TEAM AND ECASB COMMUNICATIONS 

ECASB Welcomes You to the  

2021-2022 school year.  

Many of you are returning to your positions in your 

respective school districts, and some are brand new to 

your role. One thing is for certain, no matter what 

brings you here, it is going to be another interesting 

year in our Erie County public schools. 

Knowing what is happening legislatively in education in 

NYS is an important piece when making decisions in 

your schools. Becoming familiar with the issues that 

impact your district and the districts in the county will 

help you better understand how to advocate for the 

voices of those who elected you. 

As the new Program Services Manager, I will be pub-

lishing a new monthly newsletter, the Advocacy Alli-

ance Monthly.  In it, you will find an update from Legis-

lative Team Co-Chairs Scott Johnson (Sweet Home 

CSD) and Kathleen Chiavetta (Lake Shore CSD), and 

the work they are leading with the Legislative Team. 

You may also find notes from Advocacy Liaison Dwight 

Eagan (Orchard Park CSD). You will see recaps of 

meetings with Legislators, reviews of the Legislative 

Team priorities , and communications that come to 

ECASB directly from the legislators.  

If you have information or insight you would like to 

contribute, please contact me at jsullivan@e1b.org.  

The Advocacy Alliance Monthly is produced to help 

aide you in your advocacy efforts. 

Welcome Back, 

Jane 

Summer 

Spotcheck 
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Most people think summer is a good time 
to slow down and take it easy, but not 
those of us working for advocacy in our 
schools.  Here are just a few of the 
meetings members from ECASB attended, 
advocating for the needs of our 129,000 
students in Erie County public schools. 
Scott Johnson met with U.S. Congressman 
Chris Jacobs. 
Kathleen Chiavetta met with  U.S. Senator 
Kirsten Gillibrand, NYS Senator Sean Ryan 
and U.S. Congressman Chris Jacobs. 
Linda Hoffman (Erie 2 CC BOCES and 
NYSSBA Area 1 Director) met with U.S. 
Congressman Brian Higgins. 
Jane Sullivan also met with U.S. Congress-
man Brian Higgins. 
David Lowrey attended NYS Senator Pat-
rick Gallivan’s fundraiser. 
In almost every conversation with the 
legislators, members shared how ECASB 
districts are using the American Rescue 
Funds and CARES ACT monies. The mem-
bers also discussed the urgency for 
meeting the social and emotional needs of 
our students and the obligation to con-
centrate on learning loss as a result of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  
The Legislative Team will continue to iden-
tify issues and talking points to share so 
you, too, can become an advocacy expert. 



Legislative Team Meeting at Erie 1 BOCES Rm B1, 6:30-8:30 p.m., Thursday, September 30 

NYSSBA Convention, NYC, Oct. 24-26 

Legislative Breakfast; Nov. 13 8:30-11:30 a.m. @ Erie 1 BOCES Rm B1, B2A and B2B 

ECASB Local Advocacy week: Jan. 31-Feb. 4, 2022 

Rick Timbs (Dessert Forum): Feb. 3, 2022, Rm B1 

NYSSBA Capitol Convention Virtual:  Albany, Feb. 2, 2022 

NYSSBA Capitol Convention:  Albany, Feb. 9, 2022 

WHAT OUR MEMBERS ARE SAYING 
The start of a new school year is similar to the start of a new calendar year. There is hope and promise. Many 

people start a new school year with a few resolutions. Perhaps for you, that resolution is to be better informed 

and more involved in advocacy. Afterall, there  are a lot of topics-of-concern in New York State public education.  

No matter what your level of experience is, you are not alone. We have seasoned veteran board members who 

take the legislative reigns daily, using Bill Track 50 to watch what is happening and who is sponsoring which 

bills across the state. We also have brand new board members who are trying to remember the name of the sena-

tor who represents his or her school district.  (By the way, if you are ever wondering it is easy to find. Simply go 

to www.ny.gov and scroll passed the COVID-19 information, to the bottom  of the screen, to reach the icon for 

the different branches of government. In a pinch, you can even email me and I’ll send you a link to your repre-

sentative’s webpage.) 

You can be as involved or not as you want, but be assured, once you get bitten by the legislative priorities bug, 

investing even a small amount of time in learning how advocacy works, you will find yourself gravitating to be-

coming more active. When you begin to see what is happening in public education legislation and how it directly 

effects your district or a neighboring district, you cannot help but act.  

We questioned several members at the recent Back-to-School dinner at the Columns to get a sneak peak of what 

they had to say about legislation as we start the new school year. 

Molly Dana, a new board member in the West Seneca CSD says she currently gets most of her legislative infor-

mation from NYSSBA.  In the past, she advocated for her school to help keep the student PII private and to help 

properly fund public schools and restore foundation aid. Although new to the board, she already can see legisla-

tive needs in her district. She would like to see fair funding of public schools and a reduction in testing mandates 

in elementary schools. She also hopes to see an exploration of different pathways to graduation that include more 

focus on career and technical education. Finally, she hopes to ensure shared decision making that allows for 

more local control.  

Janice Dalbo is also from West Seneca CSD. She is a veteran board member, having served on the board since 

1988. She echoes Molly’s belief that education should include more vocational training opportunities. She would 

also like to address special education funding and take a closer look at reducing the restriction measure placed 

on districts regarding COVID.  

 



BILL ALERT 

ECASB uses Bill Track 50  for our bill tracking needs. ECASB will train all the Legislative 

Team members (and any Legislative Team Alternates who can attend the training) in 

the use of Bill Track 50 and give them  an account under umbrellaed under the ECASB 

Bill Track 50 subscription. 

Here are a few we think you should either know about, or keep an eye upon. 

Bill A08253– This bill, if passed would prohibit instruction of critical race theory within the state. It has been introduced 

and was referred to the assembly’s education committee on Aug. 25, 2021. It is sponsored by Colin Schmitt-R, Joe Ange-

lino-R, Ken Blankenbush-R, Kevin Byrne-R, Michael Fitzpatrick-R, Jeff Gallahan-R, John Lemondes-R, Brain Manktelow-R 

and David McDonough-R. There are no Erie County legislator sponsors. Read the full bill by visiting www.nysenate.gov/

legislation/bills/2021/A8253.  

Bill A00097– This bill makes provisions for the state to assume all cost of basic quality education and for the elimination 

of real property taxes for the support of education. It would increase taxes on personal income and business, making 

special provisions for a tax reduction in certain cities. The bill has been introduced and referred to the Education Com-

mittee on Jan. 6, 2021. It is sponsored by Kevin Cahill-D, Harvey Epstein-D, Crystal Peoples-Stokes-D, N.Nick Perry-D, 

and Fred Thiele-D. Ms. Peoples-Stokes is one of our local representatives, representing 47% of the Buffalo City School 

District. Read the full bill by visiting www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2021/A97. 

Bill S00366– This bill lowers the voting age to 16, requires students receive education in civics, and be given the op-

portunity to register to vote in the classroom.  The bill has been introduced and was referred to the Elections com-

mittee on Jan. 6, 2021. It is sponsored by Brad Hoylman-D, Jamaal Bailey-D, Brian Benjamin-D, Leroy Comrie-D, Kevin 

Parker-D, J. Gustavo Rivera–D, and Julia Salazar-D. There are no local sponsors of this bill.  Read the full bill by visiting  

www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2021/S366. 

Bill A08202– This bill requires public schools to start no earlier than 8:30 a.m. It has been introduced and referred to 

the Education Committee on Aug. 25, 2021. It is sponsored by Harvey Epstein-D. There are no local sponsors of this 

bill. Read the full bill by visiting www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2021/A8202. 

Bill A-7160– This bill establishes a cap of real property school tax rate for persons seventy years of age or older 

who meet the eligibility requirements for the enhanced school tax relief exemption. It was introduced and re-

ferred to real property taxation on April 23, 2021. It is sponsored by Steven Englebright-D, Aileen Gunther-D, Don-

na Lupardo-D, David McDonough-R, Edward Ra-R, Phil Ramos-D, Fred Thiele-D, Peter Abbate-D, Michael Benedetto

-D, Judy Griffin-D, Michael Montesano-R, and Amy Paulin-D. There are no local sponsors of this bill. Read the full 

bill by visiting www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2021/A7160.  

How do Marine Animals pass new 

Legislation? 
They ask the Seal of Approval. 



Meet New York State Senate  

Committee on Education Members 

Each  month, ECASB will highlight one member from the New York State Senate 

Committee on Education. To kick off this new column, and to begin the new 

school year, we introduce to you the Committee Chair, Shelley B. Mayer. 

New York State Senator 

Shelley B. Mayer 

Chair of Committee on  

Education 

(D, WF) 37th Senate District 

Email: smayer@nysenate.gov  

Albany Office:   

Legislative Office Building, Room 509 

Albany, NY 12247 
Phone 518-455-2031 

 

District Office: 

222 Grace Church St., 

Suite 300 

Port Chester, NY 10573 
Phone 914-934-5250 

 

 

Shelley Mayer was elected to the New York State Senate in a special election in April 2018. She was re-

elected in November 2018 and 2020. She has also served in the State Assembly for six years. 

Ms. Mayer’s website declares her a “champion for children and public schools.” The website continues 
to highlight her service from 2013 to 2017, as the Chair of the Assembly Education Subcommittee on 

Students with Special Needs. In 2019, she was appointed to serve as the Chair of the State Senate Ed-

ucation Committee. One of her first achievements was the passing of the APPR bill, decoupling teacher 

evaluations from state standardized tests. Ms. Mayer continues “to work with her colleagues to deliver 

the resources and policies school districts throughout the state need to provide a quality education for 

every child, regardless of zip code.” More recently, she has helped to adopt a budget that begins “the 
long sought full phase-in of Foundation Aid to be completed by the 2023-24 budget and significantly 

expands PreK outside New York City.” 

Ms. Mayer is no stranger to Buffalo weather and chicken wings, as she received a JD from SUNY Buffa-

lo School of Law in 1979 after earning a Bachelor of Arts from UCLA in 1975. She now lives in Yonkers 

with her husband of 36 years. They have three adult children and five grandchildren.  
ECASB had the opportunity to communicate with Ms. Mayer this past month to get to know her and 

her legislative priorities for New York State public education and to find out what role she sees ECASB 

playing in reaching her goals. (Continue on the next page) 

 



Shelley B. Mayer in her own words: 

Q: What are your top three legislative priorities for public education 
this year and where are you in terms of reaching those goals? 

A: 1. Ensuring the Senate Majority commitment to funding public 

education this year is meeting the needs of all students. Our his-

torical increase in school aid including $1.4B in Foundation Aid 

and $12B in pass through federal COVID funds is addressing stu-

dents educational, social, emotional and health needs and we 

want to ensure it is reaching them. 
2. Focusing on students struggling from the devastation of COVID on their families and 

their communities. 

3. School superintendents tell me students mental health issues are their number one pri-

ority to address. This takes a collaborative approach among educators, parents, health and 

mental health professionals and community based providers.  
 

Q: Do you feel that the current way we are educating children fully prepares them for the 
needs of the 21st century? 
A: I think we are moving in the right direction with the work of the NYS Board of Regents 

and Commissioner Rosa on civic readiness, more college and career opportunities and a 

comprehensive review of high school graduation requirements. I would like the Legislature 
to provide more funding opportunities for high school students pursuing technical educa-

tion leading to careers in skilled labor. 

 

Q: When do you plan to be in Western New York again?  
A: I hope to be in WNY soon!  
 

Q:What role do you see in Erie County school board members playing in your legislative 

goals? 

A: I have had a very strong relationship with Western NY school leaders and will continue 

to do so. Your voices were instrumental in school funding and legislative policy decisions 

(APPR/tenure, school budget balloting, small city school district advocacy-Lackawanna, 
Big 5-Buffalo). As Chair, I've visited schools in your county, work closely with your elected 

officials and am a former resident of Buffalo. I would add that my husband is a proud grad-

uate of Royalton-Hartland Central Schools, where he achieved an excellent education in a 

rural WNY community. Additionally, both my husband and I graduated from UB Law 

School and lived in Buffalo for several years after graduation.  
 

Q: What was your favorite moment or experience in your own education? 

A: In fifth grade, I had an extraordinary art teacher who asked us to design Lincoln Center 

in NYC, before it was actually built. I was not strong in art or architecture, but I remember 

being entranced by the opportunity to think about buildings, public space and art use in 

New York. It was a remarkable assignment for a young class. 
 

Q: What do you want us in Western New York to know 
about you as a leader and as a person? 

 A: I am committed to public education. I care 

 about all children throughout the State regard-
 less of who represents them in government. I am a 

 mother [of 3] and grandmother of 5 who deeply

 understands the value of a quality education and is 

 prepared to fight for it.  



Meet New York State Assembly 

Committee on Education Members 

Each  month, ECASB will highlight one member from the New York State Assem-

bly Committee on Education. To kick off this new column, and to begin the new 

school year, we introduce to you the Committee Chair, Michael Benedetto. 

Albany Office:   

Legislative Office Building, 

Room 836 
Albany, NY 12248 

Phone 518-455-5296 

 

District Office: 

3602 E. Tremont Ave. 

Suite 201 
Bronx, NY 10465 

Phone: 718-892-2235 

 

New York State Assembly Member 

Michael Benedetto 

Chair of Committee on  

Education 

(D) Assembly District 82 

Email:  

benedettom@nyassembly.gov  

Michael R. Benedetto, born in 1947, has lived his whole in life Northeast Bronx. He attended Catholic 

primary and secondary schools. In 1969, he earned a B.A. degree in History/Education from Iona Col-

lage. In 1971, he earned a M.A. in Social Studies/Education from the same institution. 
Mr. Benedetto taught for 35 years at the elementary and secondary school level. His webpage states, 

“From 1969 to 1974 he taught at Our Lady of Assumption School in the Pelham Bay section of the 

Bronx. In 1974 he joined the New York Public School system as a teacher of mentally and physically 

challenged children. In 1977 he was assigned to P.S. 160, The Walt Disney School, in Co-op City in the 

Bronx and in 1988 he became a coordinator of the special education unit. He remained at P.S. 160 for 

almost 28 years until being elected to the State Assembly in 2004. 
“As a Legislator, Assemblyman Benedetto has focused on educational and child protection issues and 

has been an ardent supporter of union rights.” 

Mr. Benedetto was unfortunately unable to respond to our email asking for a conversation to get to 

know him better, but you can hear him speak in clips shared on his webpage by visiting 

www.nyassembly.gov/mem/Michael-Benedetto/video, which includes a link in which he questions New 
York City Chancellor Richard A. Carranza about the budget shortfall in the 2020 Joint Hearing on Ele-

mentary and Secondary Education. In the video, he talks about the challenges administrators face when 

attempting to retain special education funding and services (especially in New York City Public Schools).   

 



ECASB  

TAKES A STAND 

In the coming weeks, a legislative subcommittee will be undertaking the task of creating and ad-

ministering a comprehensive survey to help ECASB build its legislative priorities for the next three 

years. The committee members are Erik Polkowski, Akron CSD; Ed Schaefer, Cheektowaga-Sloan 

CSD; Kathleen Chiavetta, Lake Shore CSD; Dwight Eagan, Orchard Park CSD; Scott Johnson, Sweet 

Home CSD; David Lowrey, ECASB Executive Director; and Jane Sullivan, ECASB Program Services 

Manager.  

The committee will meet on the evening of September 15 to begin the task of creating the survey. 

Watch for updates in the ECASB Takes A Stand column next month! 

Above: A meting of ECASB members with Senator Patrick 

Gallivan ,pre-COVID.  

Right: The NYS Capital in Albany, NY 



ADVOCACY  

NEWSFLASH 

SAVE THE DATE  
for the  

Legislative Breakfast! 
Held at Erie 1 BOCES 

355 Harlem Road, West Seneca, NY 14224 

In rooms B1, B2A and B2B 

On  

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 13 

From 8:30 to 11:30 a.m. 

Meet with the legislators of your district  

and enjoy a catered breakfast. 

Cost is $15 per person. 

More information will follow soon. 


